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Senate 
The Senate met at 12 noon and was 

called to order by the Honorable RICH-
ARD BLUMENTHAL, a Senator from the 
State of Connecticut. 

PRAYER 
The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-

fered the following prayer: 
Let us pray. 
Almighty and everlasting God, we 

praise Your Name for all those who an-
swer the call to serve You and country. 
We confess that we often pay honor to 
people who labored for liberty long ago, 
but we sometimes neglect to appre-
ciate those who sacrifice for freedom 
today. Forgive us when we resist those 
in our own time and in our own asso-
ciations who, for our own good and for 
the good of the Nation, challenge our 
rigid ideas of thought and patterns of 
action. 

Make our lawmakers, this day, open 
to greater creativity in their convic-
tions so that they may become part-
ners with You in these challenging 
times by paying the price for unity. 

We pray in Your merciful Name. 
Amen. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
The Honorable RICHARD BLUMENTHAL 

led the Pledge of Allegiance as follows: 
I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 

United States of America and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will please read a communication 
to the Senate from the President pro 
tempore (Mr. INOUYE). 

The legislative clerk read the fol-
lowing letter: 

U.S. SENATE, 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE, 

Washington, DC, September 21, 2012. 
To the Senate: 

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3, 
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby 

appoint the Honorable RICHARD 
BLUMENTHAL, a Senator from the State of 
Connecticut, to perform the duties of the 
Chair. 

DANIEL K. INOUYE, 
President pro tempore. 

Mr. BLUMENTHAL thereupon as-
sumed the chair as Acting President 
pro tempore. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY 
LEADER 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The majority leader is recog-
nized. 

f 

SPORTSMEN’S ACT OF 2012— 
MOTION TO PROCEED 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I move to 
proceed to Calendar No. 504. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will report the motion. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
Motion to proceed to Calendar No. 504, S. 

3525, a bill to protect and enhance opportuni-
ties for recreational hunting, fishing, and 
shooting, and for other purposes. 

SCHEDULE 
Mr. REID. Mr. President, the next 

hour will be equally divided between 
the two leaders or their designees. The 
majority will control the first half and 
the Republicans the final half. 

As I think we should know, and I am 
happy to restate it, the next rollcall 
vote will occur about 1 a.m. this morn-
ing, an hour after we come in. I am, of 
course, hopeful we can work something 
out in order to complete our work. We 
can either do it all tonight, tomorrow, 
or, if that doesn’t work out, as the Pre-
siding Officer knows, under the rules of 
the Senate we will have that vote at 1 
a.m., and then we would have another 
vote on the CR. Final passage of that 
would be around 7:30, 8 o’clock in the 
morning on Sunday. Then we would 
immediately follow to the motion to 
proceed on the sportsmen’s package. 

We continue to have discussions. We 
are working to see if we can schedule 

these votes at a more convenient time 
for Senators. Everyone should know we 
would finish by Sunday morning. We 
are not going to go into next week. 

MEASURE PLACED ON THE CALENDAR—S. 3607 
Mr. REID. Mr. President, S. 3607 is at 

the desk and due for a second reading. 
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. The clerk will read the bill by 
title for the second time. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A bill (S. 3607) to approve the Keystone XL 

Pipeline. 

Mr. REID. I object to any further 
proceedings with regard to this bill. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Objection having been heard, the 
bill will be placed on the calendar. 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, over the 
past week I have listened to my Repub-
lican colleagues come to the floor and 
lament how little the Senate has ac-
complished during the 112th Congress. 
I, above all, share that concern. In fact, 
it is a wonder we have gotten anything 
done at all, considering the lack of co-
operation Democrats have gotten from 
Republican colleagues. 

I have said before, and it bears re-
peating: In my time as the majority 
leader, I have faced 382 Republican fili-
busters. That is 381 more filibusters 
than Lyndon Johnson faced during his 
6 years as majority leader. 

Time and time again my Republican 
colleagues have stalled or blocked per-
fectly good pieces of legislation to 
score points with the tea party, and 
they have done nothing but hurt the 
middle class in this process. Even the 
most noncontroversial, consensus mat-
ters—items that would have passed by 
unanimous consent in the past—have 
been obstructed or stalled. 

Take, for example, the bipartisan 
sportsmen’s bill. The junior Senator 
from Montana, Mr. TESTER, has assem-
bled a broad package to support the 
needs of sportsmen across the country. 
Just so everyone understands I am not 
making this up, there are more than 50 
groups—50 organizations in this coun-
try—who support this legislation. It is 
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